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MASSACHUSETTS AERONAUTICS COMMISSION 
ANNUAL REPORT - 1963 
If finished business during the past year was the only criterion, aviation 
in the commonwealth could be credited with no more than holding its own. 
On the minus side .. Northeast Airlines, which provides most of the certifi-
cated local service not only in Massachusetts but in all of northern New England. 
barely weathered a series of financial storms; and in spite of a clearly demonstrated 
and generally accepted need, no new secondary airports were approved, even in 
such critical locations as the industrial and college complex of Northamptonl 
Amherst, or in the Cape Cod vacation area of Bourne and Wareham. Improvements 
to existing airports also lagged. 
On the plus side, our 1962 experiment in scheduled air taxi service blos-
somed into several self-sustaining third level airlines. Yankee Airlines, flying 
8 passenger airplanes between Pittsfield and New York, carried more passengers 
in its first year of operation than Northeast Airlines, which previously served the 
route for eight years, did in its best twelve months. 
With our help, Yankee, the first non-federally certificated airline to be so 
recognized, obtained an air mail contract between its two terminal cities. This. 
and the continuing excellent performance of the major airlines out of Boston and of 
Cape & Islands, National Executive .. and Provincetown-Boston in their respective 
areas helped to cushion the effect of rapidly diminishing rail passenger service. 
There were, however, two encouraging events of great potential importance. 
One was a legislative air tour early in the summer, which enabled many of 
our state senators and representatives to see at first hand what airplanes and air-
ports mean to the economy of the commonwealth. The other was an aviation con-
ference called by Governor Peabody in November which is reported on in detail 
elsewhere. Already the Governor, in his annual message to the legislature, has 
urged action to accomplish two of the major recommendations which came out of 
this conference. 
We are confident that with an enlightened and aggressive state administra-
tion and a receptive legislature .. 1964 is bound to be a successful year for 
Massachusetts aviation. 
We finished the year as we started .. with nine employees. 
In detail, some of our activities were --
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SAFETY 
4415 pilots and 1627 aircraft were registered at the end of 
the registration period. This is a decrease of 422 pilots 
and 12 planes over the last corresponding period. 
A total of 266 inspections of various types were made at 
airports and seaplane bases. This was 43 more than in 
1962. 
62 persons were licensed as airport managers. This is 
about the same as for the past several years. 
For the second year, the number of accidents decreased. 
This year's count shows a total of 88 compared with 97 in 
1962 and 105 in 1961. Included in this total were 3 acci-
dents involving 6 fatalities and 8 accidents involving per-
sonal injury. One of these fatalities was a ground accident 
where a girl ran into the propeller of an airliner. In 
analyzing the accident total, it should be pointed out that 
66% octurred during landing and takeoff and from available 
evidence, 76% involved pilot error. These percentages run 
approximately the same for each of the last 7 years. 
There were 3 additional fatalities not including the above 
where the victim was killed making a parachute jump,and 
in each case it was found that the jumper or those in charge 
had made an error of omission or had committed a breach 
of safe jumping procedures. 
The eighth year since the enactment of the Aircraft 
Financial Responsibility Act required our action in 6 cases, 
and 1 pilot's certificate of registration was suspended as a 
result. 
As a result of 913 complaints received and investigated, as 
well as the investigation of the above accidents, certain 
disciplinary action was taken. 11 persons were taken to 
court; 5 had their certificates suspended; 317 received 
warning letters; 2 cases were turned over to the FAA for 
action, and 7 cases were referred to the various military 
agencies for their action. Of the total complaints received, 
618 primarily due to noise, involved airline operations. 
Compared with 1962, the number of complaints increased 
by 548, but 445 of this figure was the increase in airline 
complaints. 
.. 
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Safety (continued) 
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Our safety and enforcement personnel continued in their 
practice of giving lectures on aeronautical laws and regu-
lations, accident and violation investigation to local police 
and state police trainees at the State Police Academy in 
Framingham. 
Several aerial activities that took place within the common-
wealth did not exactly fit into the general pattern for which 
our regulations were established, and because it was felt 
that non-compliance served a greater public good, we 
issued after investigation, waivers or permits to a total 
of 107 persons. 80 of these were in connection with the 
sport of parachute jumping; 12 for agricultural aerial 
spraying and dusting. The others were for the purpose of 
pipeline patrol, acrobatic flight, air meets, insect control, 
wildlife survey, forest fire patrol, banner towing, 
scientific research and electronic testing. 
PROMOTION 
We filed a bill which will be considered by the 1964 
legislature. This would establish fees for pilot and 
aircraft registration in lieu of the personal property tax 
now in effect. The revenue would provide for the establish-
ment and maintenance of navigational aids. 
A six year old Cessna 182 was turned in by the Commis-
sion for a new Twin Comanche in September of 1963. 
Pilots of the Commission flew these planes a total of 
188 hours on inspections, investigations, court and 
,enforcement trips, engineering surveys, photo and ad-
inlnistrative flights. They were also flown to assist 
several other state departments and to transport state 
officials. 
A departmental aviation newsletter, "The Talespinner", 
was published and distributed to those concerned with 
the industry and other interested parties. We continued 
our practice of giving talks to civic and school groups 
about aviation, its history, and future in Massachusetts 
and about the activities of the Commission. 
Our film library was increased by two copies of "One Eye 
on the Instruments" during the year, and these, along 
with our other films, "Flight Decision", "The Flying 
Businessman", and "Airports America" were shown or 
lent to civic, school, aviation, and other interested 
groups. 
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Aviation educational pamphlets and material were dis-
tributed to schools. libraries. teachers and students. 
Two Massachusetts high school students flew in the state: 
plane to Kitty Hawk. North Carolina. for the dedication 
of the Wright Brothers Memorial air strip and to partici-
pate in a youth seminar on aviation. 
In the" state, the first to recognize and license parachute 
jumping for sport, the areas where this activity is con-
ducted. continued to increase." ,:" Jump areas not previous Ly 
reported are HaverhiLl~ " where the count was 140; Taunton. 
where 1302 jumps were made; Agawam, with 87; Hadley. 
for a total of 1201; and Newbu"ryport, with 425 jumps. 
The previously reported areas were Orange. Mansfield. 
Marstons Mills, and Fitchburg. In 1963, they had 6848, 
3017, 63. and 100 respectively, making a total for 
Massachusetts,- "exclusive of exhibition jumps at off air-
port areas, of, 12, 996. 
The directory entitled "Massachusetts Air Holidays", 
listing airports, services offered, and recreational 
at~ractions in 'the vicinity were distributed to inquirers 
from both Massachusetts and outside the state. 
Personnel of the Commission continued their work in the 
promotion and development in aviation and aviation safety 
by meeting" with various federal aviation groups to exchange 
accident and enforcement information, to discuss the 
" ,better use of airways 'and traffic control systems and to 
suggest changes in federal laws and regulations. 
AIRPORTS 
Certificates of approval we'r 'e issued to 56 landing areas 
for commercial operation during the year; 23 were to 
cities and towns, 26 for privately-owned commercial 
airports. 6 for 'privately-owned seaplane bases. and 1 
for a privately-owned hel~port. In addition, 60 private-
use fields. 12 private~use seaplane bases and 33 private'· 
use heliports were reg.iste"red. 
. " " 
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Airports (continued) 
" State Aid: 
State and Federal Air-
port Aid: 
The changes over last year were the addition of two pri-
" vately owned commercial landing areas at Hanson and 
Hatfield and a privately owned commercial heliport in 
East Boston. Also .. the loss of two privately owned 
commercial landing areas at Northaplpton and Orleans. 
Approvals were' granted for intra'"'siate passenger trans-
portation to a helicopter operator that services 21 
approved helistops~ generally on Route 128, and for a 
seaplane operator that uses two approved restricted bases. 
Contract has been let for low cost sequenced flashing 
approach lights for the North Adams Airport. 
The following projects costing a total of $3, 682, 000. were 
completed during the 'year. ' 
" Beverly: Runway reconstrl:lction. 
Lawrence: 
Nantucket: 
New Bedford: 
Provincetow n: 
Worcester: 
Fire and crash building and airplane parking apron recon-
struction. 
Terminal apron extension. 
Runway overlay, new water main" and obstruction lighting 
arid clearing. 
Plane parking apron extension and taxiway construction. 
First stage of runway extension. 
The following projects costing about $182,000. are still underway and will 
be completed early in 1964 --
North Adams: 
Equipment building and land acquisition for future runway 
extension. 
R unw ay extension. 
Projects expected to get underway:in 1964 .. which will total approximately 
$1,391,000. 
Runway overlay and taxiway lighting. 
Hyannis: Extension of plane parking apron. 
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Airports (continued) 
Lawrence: 
Martha's Vineyard: 
Nantucket: 
Westfield: 
Worcester: 
. , , 
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Runway construction and overlay, taxiway lighting, fencing 
and obstruction lighting and removal. 
High intensity runway lights, extension of terminal apron 
and flood lighting. 
Extension of taxiway, taxiway lighting and marking. 
Runway overlay. 
Paving of runway extension and runway overlay, high 
intensity lighting, taxiway construction, and lighting and 
knoll removal. 
LOCAL SERVICE AIRLINE PASSENGERS 
12 Months 12 Months 0/0 
Ending 11/30/63 Ending 11/30/62 Change 
Boston MOH 91831 80764 /14 
Boston AL 54391 86525 -37 
Boston P-B 12486 10566 /-18 
Boston EX 4683 
* Hyannis NEA 17077 18138 
- 6 
Hyannis C &1 ** 11926 9743 f22 
Lawrence NEA *** 144 2628 -94 
M. Vineyard NEA 9857 10752 
- 8 
M. Vineyard C&I ** 129 237 -45 
M. Vineyard EX 2421 
* Nantucket NEA 20789 22632 
- 8 
Nantucket C&I ** 12621 10244 /-23 
Nantucket EX 3217 
* New Bedford NEA 19693 25386 -22 
Provincetown P-B 12486 10566 f18 
Worcester NEA 35380 43097 -18 
Worcester MOH 3451 4183 -17 
Pittsfield YA **** 6146 * 
* 
Not a full year of operation. 
** 
12 months ending 11/30. 
*** 
Limited service. 
**** 
12 months ending 10/31. 
.. 
, . 
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CONTROL TOWER AIR TRAFFIC COUNT 
In addition to our usual activities in safety, promotion and airport develop-
ment, we intend vigorously to prosecute the Governor's legislative recommenda-
tions and our own. 
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Plans for 1964 (continued) 
One of these has to do with a state system of navigational aids to supple-
ment the federal system. This is to be financed, in the long run, by the users 
through an excise tax and registration fees. If weare successful, we should be 
able to start the program this year by at least replacing the existing state aided 
but locally installed and operated radio homers, aLL except one of which is 
obsolete, by new and modern equipment. 
The other, if enacted, should enable us to make a good start on the 
development of new small airports in several locationS where they are badly 
needed, but where localfinancial stringencies have prevented any action in the 
past. 
Respectfully submitted, 
John M. Wells, Chairman 
Philip W. Caporale 
Charlotte S. Kelley 
James F. Nields 
Malcolm Woronoff 
Crocker Snow, Director of Aeronautics 
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